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Potential of both accidental and Intentional 011 spills In the Red Sea area 
should normally reflect the highly petroleum activities and 011 transportation 
density In It. In fact, there Is nearly a total abse:-1ce of data fer the rates 
of accidents spilling oils In the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. The accidents 
Included In Table 1, provided by lTOPf, are the only Information which 
could be obtained for the precedent 12 years. All other efforts for gathering 
Information related to this subject were often without reply or the 
Information were forbidden to be provided. 

Comparing the recorded number of accidental 011 spills In the Red Sea 
<Table 1) with those In the Mediterranean (8 times more In surface area, 
330 x 103 tons of oil are crossing annllally), 45 accidents In the Red Sea 
were recorded during 12 years against 44 ones In the Mediterranean during 
3 years (1983-1985) spilled about 25000 tons of oil yearly (Anon., 1986). 
However, the modest number of oil accidents noted in the Red Sea which 
transports about 650 mta of oil (Wlnninl< and Nelson - Smith, 1979), seems 
to be ah unreal figure and many other spills were not recorded. In fact, 
during the last decade, the mode of crude 011 transportation from Its fields 
In the Arabian Gulf to its consumers If} Europe and U.S.A. by tankers ll.cross 
the Red Sea have been changed. 

Actually while the majority of produced crude oils In the region Is
 
transported across high capacity pipeUnes, there are no available precise
 
information about the operational oil sPlPs around the areas of the terminals
 
In the Red Sea. These actually functlonec1 oil terminals are:
 

-:Petroline loading terminal, from Arabian Gulf to the Red Sea at Yanbu
 
In Saudi Arabia U80 mta).
 

-Itodlda loading terminal, from N. Ye/llen oil fields to Red Sea at Hodlda
 
(10 mta).
 

-SU MED deloadlng terminal, at Jlas Shokelr In Gull of Suez to
 
Mediterranean Sea.
 

-Ellat deloadlng terminal, at Ellat I.- QUIf of Aqaba (25 mta).
 

The only available estimation Is for Jhe terminal of Ellat-Medlterranean 
pipeline In the Gulf of Aqaba. I" this area, 92 accidental oU spills had been 
occurred during 3 years (1969-19731 spilled about 100 tons of oil annually-" 
(Dlxqn and Dixon, 1975). However, on spillage potential possibly exlsUng'" 
around the areas of the other plpell~ terminals In Ute Red See could be ': 
predicted by comparing the cspeclty o.r Bilat's terminal with those of the 
others. . . 
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